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have to give some money to the bride's people if it is demand-
ed. The main point to be noticed, however, is that in most
cases bride price has no relation to the value of the bride. But
the practice of charging a fairly high bride price is not alto-
gether unknown. Thus in the case of Rajbansis of Bengal it
varies from Rs. 40 to Rs. 120. Again, the bride price amongst
Punjab Chamars varies from Rs. 50 to Rs. 200. The existence of
a comparatively high bride price is invariably due to shortage
of women of marriageable age. For instance, in the age-groups -
7-13, 14-16, 17-23 and 24-43 years, for every 1000 male Chamars
in the Punjab the number of females is 838, 841, 917, and 856
respectively. And then there is a considerable demand for
Chamar women by members of certain other faiths. This aggra-
vates the existing shortage of women.

Adla Badla

. Another form is that of marriage by exchange, known
commonly as adla badla or gurawat In this the son of one
man marries the daughter of the other and the latter's son
marries the former's daughter. This form of marriage still exists
amongst Bhuiyas, Dharkars, Ghasiyas, Santals, Bhumijs, Musahars,
Kuch bande Kanjars, Gual Nats, Khatiks, -etc.

There is a variant of this form of marriage known as Tigad-
da. It is a triangular arrangement. Thus A's son marries B's
daughter, B's son marries C's daughter, and C's son marries A's
daughter. This form of marriage by exchange is common not
only amongst the depressed classes but also amongst some of
the higher castes like Vaishyas.

Ghar Damadi or Ghar Jamai

In this case the suitor lives with the girl's family and works
there for a few years before marriage. It is tantamount to pay-
ment of bride price in the form of service. Most of the castes
do not permit connubial relations during the period of ser-
vice. This form of marriage is practised by Bhuiyars, Cheros,
Ghasiyas, Majhwars, Parahiyas, Kalabaz Nats, Rajbansis, etc.
The period of service is not fixed but in the case of most of
the depressed castes of the U P. it is about three years; in the
case of Rajbansis it varies from one to seven years. In some